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HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENTS 
Statement by Member for Swan Hills 

MS RADISICH (Swan Hills) [12.53 pm]:  I take this opportunity to bring to the attention of the House a 
relatively new method of assessing projects and developments in our communities.  The concept, known as 
health impact assessments, has been raised with me by the Swan Hills Division of General Practitioners Ltd.  I 
commend the general practitioners in my electorate and in the East Metropolitan Region for their forward 
thinking and commitment to the future of the region’s health care.  A health impact assessment is a combination 
of procedures, methods and tools by which a policy program or project is judged to determine its potential 
effects on the health of a population and the distribution of those effects within the population.  The principles 
upon which health impact assessments are based include social justice and equity, multidisciplinary approaches 
and the use of qualitative and quantitative evidence.  I am pleased that I am able to contribute to the public 
debate on the introduction of health impact assessments, particularly given the large number of residential and 
industrial developments within both the electorate of Swan Hills and the surrounding region.  It is important to 
draw the link between environmental impact assessments and health impact assessments.  The latter is a 
comprehensive social model of health and wellbeing which, by its nature, includes environmental factors.  It is 
possible that health impact assessments will provide a more thorough analysis of the effects of local projects and 
development, whether they be residential, industrial or otherwise.  I encourage members of this House to study 
the Tasmanian and European experiences to determine the benefits of health impact assessments, and perhaps we 
will eventually legislate for a more holistic and healthy approach to future developments in our State. 
 


